A Common Sense Guide to Assist with the Placement of Rescue dogs.

Compiled by: Elizabeth Turner 

Forward:
As a novice to the Giant Schnauzer breed, I wondered why I kept hearing longtime owners stress that Giants aren’t for everyone. Initially, I would scratch my head.  My connection with Giants was immediate and intense. Never has a dog fit our family as perfectly as Molly, our first Giant did. In my eyes there were no negatives to the breed. I admired their keen intelligence and ability to problem solve, their boundless energy, the utter devotion they offer their folks and the sense of humor they bring to daily life. And let’s face it, the elegance of a well-groomed Giant is a sight to behold!

It didn’t dawn on me that the things that drew me to Giants are also the very same qualities that can make them anything BUT the perfect match for many people. A thinking dog can get up to much mischief if its intelligence isn’t respected and utilized. When Molly learned to open the fridge so that she could help herself to snacks, we were somewhat amused and found a bungee cord did the trick. It surprised me when my neighbor commented that it would drive her crazy to have the .look. of her kitchen destroyed by that unsightly rope tied around it.

Our lifestyle is very active and I appreciate having a companion on my runs, but a more sedentary person could be overwhelmed by a Giants need for activity. I love the intensity of devotion they lavish but can admit that occasionally I would like to remember what it was like to go to the powder room without an audience.  Some folks could find their velcro quality less than ideal. I enjoy the intimacy that frequent grooming allows between a Giant and their owner but I also realize that it could be considered a major chore to others.

The point is, Giant Schnauzers are a life-style choice and they really aren’t for everyone! The need for Giant Schnauzer Rescue is a testament to that fact. For those of us that love the breed, it’s important that we all do our part to help curb the rise in the number of Giants needing placement. Breeders must take responsibility for screening potential owners very carefully. Owners need to educate themselves on the breed characteristics to make training an enjoyable thing between family and pet and rescue needs to be in place to pick up the slack when this doesn’t happen.

I can attest to the fact that life with a Rescue Giant Schnauzer can be an utter joy.

My own have taught me that their capacity to forgive us humans is limitless. They have an uncanny way of showing gratitude when given a second chance and the satisfaction this provides is a reward unto itself. As a responsible owner, choosing to assist rescue is a noble decision. Be it helping to transport, fostering, placing or simply donating to rescue, your commitment will be appreciated. This protocol is intended as a resource to explain the ins and outs of rescue and re-homing of Giant Schnauzers.

Over View:
. While there are many wonderful resources in place for assisting with the placement of Giant Schnauzers in need of rescue or re-homing, this missive is intended as a guide for those new to the task.

. Often situations arise where loving owners of the breed will find themselves in the right place at the right time to offer their assistance to a Giant in need. While it is commendable that good people are willing to step up to the plate, knowing how to best go about successful placement is an essential part of the process. Doing things right from the beginning can mean the difference in a Giant’s future and can keep our loved breed out of the rescue revolving door. The goal should be successful placement the first go round!

. The information herein is intended to assist with each step of the procedure and is not intended to replace or interfere with the good work being done by organizations such as HTZ Giant Schnauzer Rescue, the G.I.A.N.T. Schnauzer Rescue Network, SoCal Giant Schnauzer Rescue or any other group with the same goals in mind. Contact information will be included for each of the organized rescues mentioned and they are the best initial source of information on placement and rescue.

. Contact the people involved in the rescue of Giant Schnauzers and introduce yourself. At some point everyone was a newbie to rescue and you will find many knowledgeable people willing to mentor and assist with questions or situations that may arise. They can point you to the resources that may already be in place in your area and they can provide valuable information during each step of the process.

. The number of Giants arriving in rescue seems to be increasing at an alarming rate.  Many times these Giants have simply been placed inappropriately from the start. Giants are a daunting breed to the uninitiated. With their impressive good looks many folks see one and want one based on that fact alone. As all in the breed know, an adolescent Giant is a handful even when the owner is experienced and without the necessary support that we hope all good breeders provide, many Giant pups aren’t given the obedience training and time they require to make them a good match for many families. The majority of Giants who enter rescue are pets in need of re-homing and placing these Giants correctly is just as important as the placement of a truly abused or abandoned dog.

The Giant Steps of Rescue:
G - Go get it

I   - Identify

A  - Assess

N  - Need to Screen
T  - The Final Placement
Go Get it:

. You have heard of a Giant Schnauzer in need. It may have been via an online resource like the Giant Schnauzer Café

(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GiantSchnauzerCafe/ ) or the Schnauzer

Rescue message board (http://disc.server.com/Indices/10309.html ) or the Petfinder website ( http://www.petfinder.org/ ) or via a breed organization like GSCA ( http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com/ )

No matter where you learned of it, it’s in your area and you are in a position to assist. Bless you for helping!!!! Now what do you do?

. Learn as much information as you can about the Giant before going forward. The dog could be in a variety of places, a shelter or a private home or with another breed rescue organization. Contact the source and ask for all of the information they can provide about the dog.

. If the Giant is in a private home and the owner is placing the dog, ask them why they are giving up their pet. Sometimes the owners truly love the dog but are overwhelmed by the breed traits that make them endearing to some and a nightmare to others. Offer them assistance in trying to keep their dog. Occasionally, simply having a resource for information and assistance close by can relieve the owner’s anxiety and can result in the dog staying in its home. Offer them the names of obedience trainers or behaviorists in the area and put yourself forward as a mentor. By explaining the breed traits and how to assimilate them into raising their Giant, the family may be in a position to rethink their decision to place their pet.

. Make it clear that the owner knows that they are totally surrendering their pet to rescue and rescue will now own the dog. Keep in mind that many owners will feel guilt or remorse when faced with surrendering their dog and emotions should be kept at bay. Have the owner sign a release form (you can ask HTZ for permission to use the document they have in place) stating that the dog is now owned by Rescue. Ask for written permission to contact the dog’s vet, groomer, kennel or other contacts where you can gain information about the dog and follow through by contacting these people.

. Inform the owner that they can contact you for information on where the dog was placed and how it is adjusting. You should be a go-between for both the previous owners and the adopters and it is usually best that any information come from you directly. It is a very confusing time for a Giant when it is placed in a new home and it’s usually a detriment to have the former owner visiting the dog or contacting the new owners. Always be honest and forthright with all involved and it will ease the transition.

. Ask the owner for a complete medical history as well as the age of the dog.

Sadly, some people will dump their dog if they are unprepared to pay vet bills for a dog with a medical problem. Sometimes the dog is very elderly and owners will abandon the dog to avoid the heartache of being there when the dog crosses the Rainbow Bridge. Occasionally the owner could be in a situation where they simply don’t have the resources to pay for a pet’s medical needs and face the option of giving away their pet to ensure that it gets the necessary medical attention that it requires. If this is the case, contact the breed club and rescue organizations to see if anything can be done to help with funds for the owner so they can keep the dog.

. Ask the owner if they have contacted their breeder for assistance in placing the dog. The breeder, if known should ALWAYS be contacted first! Some breeders will be willing to take back the dog and will have their own protocol in place for re-homing. If necessary, you could offer to contact the breeder on their behalf. The best breeders will place a dog with a contract proviso stating that they should be contacted to re-home any dog they have bred. Unfortunately, not all breeders are this conscientious and that’s the main reason that many dogs enter rescue. The breeder should always be given the opportunity of caring for the dogs they produce and for assisting the families they place their pups with.

. Ask the owner to have the information required for when you pick up the dog. They should be able to tell you where they got the dog, its home history if it has been placed previously, the name of the breeder if known, whether or not any training has been done with the Giant, all pertinent medical information including vet records (and name and address of the vet), whether or not the dog is housetrained or crate trained, the dogs social history in regards to children, strangers and other animals, information on what the dog’s diet has been up to that point, microchip information if applicable including what registry is used (ie/ avid, petnet), Club registration information # (AKC, CKC etc.)

. Ask the owner to contact their microchip registry to transfer the contact information to rescue. Even after placement the information should remain with rescue as the contact so that you can be notified directly if the dog should ever turn up as a stray or find itself in a shelter situation in the future. If the owner doesn’t contact the registry to transfer the information, you can do it with your vet’s approval.

. If the Giant is registered with AKC or CKC, insist that the owner relinquish the dogs registration papers. You should never provide these to the new adopters or let them remain with the previous owners. It isn’t unheard of that unscrupulous folks can attribute the registry information to another dog so make sure that this is done.

. Ask the owner to provide the dog’s collar, leash, feeding dishes, sample of the food the dog is used to, crate, toys, and anything else that can assist with it’s transition. Ask them to write out the dog’s typical schedule, its potty habits, its feeding times, its likes and dislikes, its triggers and general habits, like how it behaves in the car and on lead. Try to get as much detail as possible so that you can better assist the dog with the many adjustments it will have to face.

. When you go to get the dog, try and get a feel for the chemistry between the Giant and the present owner. Notice if the dog is fearful or bold, if it responds to its owners commands or not. Look at the dog’s surroundings for clues as to what the dog’s living conditions have been.

. Have the owners write a list of commands or to explain the hand signals they may use with the dog. This is even more important if the owners don’t use English as their first language. Ask for a list of the common commands they use with the dog. Our second rescue Giant only spoke Russian and knowing its keywords can help decrease the dog’s confusion and anxiety.

. Be direct with the owner in ascertaining if the dog has behavioral problems or a bite history, ask them to be as specific as possible. Make them spell out the reason why they are surrendering the dog. Try to probe for any problems that the owner may be trying to hide.

. On occasion, some good and loving owners have legitimate reasons necessitating the placement of their dog. Allowing the owner to be updated on the placement of their dog is essential. Imagine how you would feel if you were in a position where you had to surrender your own Giant, it is heartbreaking when these circumstances do arise.

. Ask the owner if they would like to contribute to the cost of the dog’s foster care and placement. It never hurts to ask!

. If the Giant is in a shelter or with another rescue agency, garner the same information as you would with an owner. They may not have all of the answers but should give you any and all information they have on the dog.

. If the dog is in a shelter, ascertain whether or not it is a kill shelter as time will be of the essence in getting the dog pulled.

. Explain to the shelter or agency that you are a Giant Schnauzer Breed

Advocate and ask if they will waive the adoption fee they may charge. The past has proven that sometimes shelters don’t want to pass dogs to a breed rescue as it will remove their chance of revenue. If worse comes to worse you may have to pay the fee in order to pull the dog so that it can be fostered/assessed and placed by .Giant folks. that have the best interest of the dog at heart. That is not to say for a moment that shelters are out for money but this does occasionally happen, so be prepared.

. Now that you know where the dog is you have some other things to think about... Are you prepared to bring a possible problem child into your home with your own family and Giants?? You will be responsible for fostering/assessing/vetting and placing this Giant, are you really ready to commit to this???? Rescue is not easy and it isn’t for the faint of heart, what an owner can say to get rid of a dog could have no relationship to the Giant kid you end up bringing home. In my own case, I went to pick up a Giant named Tanner from a woman who, on the phone described him as a happy, healthy year old dog who was now neglected because of a new baby. What I brought home was an abused, malnourished, neglected, un-socialized, sick dog that was broken both physically and emotionally. You need to know that rescue is hard work and the needs of a rescue dog can be much more demanding than the cute pup you brought home from the breeder. Make sure that you make a full commitment before deciding that you are going to rescue a dog. You will become its lifeline and will be completely responsible for that dog’s future. You will be placing it in its forever home and you need to get it right the first time!!! I can also admit that it’s sometimes difficult to give up the charges that enter our care, it could be that you fully intend to simply foster and place but you should ready yourself for the fact that you may just fall in love in the process!

. As this dog will be entering your life, prior to picking the dog up you must ready your home, family and other pets for the addition whether it will be permanent or temporary. SAFETY must be priority one! Decide how you are going to assimilate the rescue dog into your home. Make sure that you have the necessary supplies on hand to deal with a new dog. Crates are a great idea for the transitional phase when you are feeling out how the rescue is going to fit in with your own dogs and family. Always remember safety first!

You want to make things go as smoothly as possible. Try to put the resources you will need in place before even picking up the dog, if you know that it has medical issues or is intact, make immediate arrangements to have the dog checked. Even if the owner has told you that the dog is totally healthy with no issues, you should vet the dog BEFORE bringing it home. If it has anything contagious you don’t want to pass it to your own dogs. If circumstances make it impossible to vet the dog before it enters your home, keep the dog isolated from your own pets until this has been done.

. You may want to make a grooming appointment as many rescue dogs, especially those that have been in a shelter for sometime may be matted and unkempt.  You may also sometimes find skin issues under a neglected coat that could require immediate attention. You will also want to check and make sure that the dog doesn’t have fleas or other parasites that you want treated before the dog enters your home.

. If you didn’t stop reading after the above warning... read on for the next steps!

Identify:

. The well groomed Giant sitting at your feet may look like it came out of a text book but many rescues don’t! Often times a rescuer will arrive to pick up a Giant only to realize that the dog has been misidentified. An un-groomed black dog can easily be mistaken for a Giant to folks unfamiliar with our breed and a Giant can be misidentified as a Bouvier or other breed.

. There aren’t nearly as many Giants out there as the more popular breeds like

Labs etc. so you may be called upon to identify a dog in a shelter. You may want to keep contact information for a local Bouvier rescue in your area on hand as these breeds are often confused.

. Look for a microchip or a tattoo that can help identify the dog’s breeder.

They are often placed on the inside thigh. Contact GSCA for help in identifying the tattoo number sequence to assist in tracking the breeder.

. An un-groomed Giant or a Pepper/Salt Giant can be identified as many other breeds so a hands on approach to checking the dog out could be necessary and as a Giant person that means you!

. Know that Giants may look somewhat different if they are un-cropped or have a tail, this makes them no less Giant than any other. Try to familiarize yourself with the various forms a Giant can take and realize that it can sometimes even be difficult for those that have done Giant rescue for years.  Giants have a size standard, but the scale for height and weight is wide.  Most folks are incredulous when they hear that our Rescue boy Tanner is 33" at the withers. While he isn’t the only one reported at this height it can give you an idea of the variance that you can see in our breed.

. While every dog in need should be assisted, breed specific rescue is in place for a reason. People that know and understand the breed are in a better position to assess them for placement and are familiar with the needs that are specific to a Giant being placed. We are more able to give potential adopters a true view of what to expect when sharing your life with a Giant. 

There just are not an infinite number or homes and resources available for all the Giants in rescue and this is multiplied when dealing with mixed breed dogs. While it’s commendable for any person to re-home any dog either purebred or mixed, a person in Giant rescue should be more prone to allocate the space to a Giant Schnauzer.

Assess:

. Now that you have put yourself forward and have brought a rescue dog into your home the most crucial part of the process takes place. Fostering is arguably the single most important part of rescue.

. The first priority is the dog’s health. Vet the dog immediately to ensure that the dog doesn’t have any unseen medical problems. If possible a full wellness examination should be done, including a heart-worm screen, a fecal smear for parasites and a thyroid panel. Some rescue dogs come with much baggage in the health department and unfortunately old injuries and untreated ailments will sometimes be apparent. It is essential to bring the dog up to date on necessary inoculations. As it could be harmful for a dog to be vaccinated twice in a short time span, ensure that you have checked with the previous vet so that you know exactly when the dog was last given its shots.

. Then there is the matter of Spay/Neuter. THIS IS NOT AN OPTION!!!!! Each and every rescue/re-homed dog should be sterilized BEFORE being placed!

This is one of the very few tangible things that we can do to ensure that the number of Giants in rescue goes down. If someone wants to adopt a dog, but only if it is intact, this alone should raise an immediate red flag. Backyard breeders and commercial breeders (aka puppy mills) delight in finding intact purebred dogs regardless of health status. Don’t make it easier for them by allowing the option of having your adopter do the spay/neuter,

PLEASE ensure this is done before the dog leaves your care!

. Call different vets in your area and ask if they provide a discount for the care of Rescue dogs. If you don’t ask about their policy, you could find things more expensive than they need to be. Today, some vets realize their role in assisting with the decrease in the number of rescues out there and are willing to drop their fees in a rescue situation especially with spaying and neutering so find out the options in your area.

. If the dog has health issues that can be addressed then do it to the best of your ability to ensure that you are placing a healthy dog. If you find yourself fostering a rescue that requires expensive medical intervention, there are resources in place to assist with paying the vet bills. Some wonderful people in our breed who aren’t in a position to foster a rescue are willing to aid and support those that can. The best way to do this is by supplying the vet information so that the donors can contact and pay part of the bill directly.  Sometimes donations are sent directly to the foster person and sometimes donations are allocated via HTZ Giant Schnauzer Rescue or via mailing lists or a page being posted about the dog’s plight on the G.I.A.N.T Rescue network site run by Deb Stover. My recent experience with our rescue boy Tanner proved overwhelming. Without any request of any kind but simply by sharing Tanner’s story with Giant folks I was shocked when his initial vet bill was paid anonymously by someone who didn’t want to be identified.  Subsequent to that, 19 different Giant owners contacted me to ask if they could donate to Tanner’s later bills. I was also contacted by HTZ Rescue asking if we needed help and Deb Stover offered a page for Tanner on her site. We were fortunately in a position to cover his care but it was wonderful to know that so many willing hearts were ready to pick up any slack.

. If assistance is necessary, please contact the following folks, keep in mind that documentation of the dog’s medical care should be in place along with contact details for the Vet involved in the dog’s care. Once given the information, they will ascertain if funds can be allocated or if a request for donations can be sent out to those in the Giant community that will be willing to assist with the vet bills.

HTZ Giant Schnauzer Rescue

Contact Person: Carolyn Janak

email: CARJANAK@aol.com

The G.I.A.N.T. Rescue Network

C/O Deb Stover

email: showdogs@concentric.net

website: http://www.giantschnauzerrescue.net
. If you happen to be reading this missive and are in a position to donate to

Giants in need please take this time to either donate via HTZ Rescue a 501

(C)3 organization http://www.giantrescue.org/ or to the G.I.A.N.T. Network

c/o Deb Stover showdogs@concentric.net
. Once the medical aspects of your foster dog are taken care of, you can assess the dog in other areas for successful placement. Many dogs that enter rescue have behavioral or adjustment problems that made the owners want to place them in the first place. Passing along a dog that hasn’t been socialized and helped could be the first link in the chain of the dog entering the revolving door being sent from home to home. Most dogs can relearn how to live well with folks and the vast majority can be rehabilitated ensuring a smooth transition to their forever home. This is the most crucial job of a rescuer!

. Assessing a dog for behavioral problems takes some time. That is why the dog should be fostered with a Giant person who knows the breed. There is no set time limit for doing this, it depends on you and the dog. If the problems are simple issues like potty training or manners, the foster person will start the ball rolling in correcting the behaviors. If the issues run deeper then it’s important to provide the dog with the training that it needs for successful placement. This could entail availing a professional trainer or it could mean taking the time to work with the dog to get it over its problems. This is an area that I have experience with and would be happy to help with any information that I can. Both Tanner and Molly came to our home with serious behavioral problems and while it has taken time and patience the payoff has been well worth it! You can email me at

robertturner@cogeco.com and I will try to assist in any way that I can or at least point you to someone who can assist.

. If you have chosen an adoptive family for the dog, you can have the adopter work with you on any issues that have arisen to ensure that continuity takes place.

. Keep in mind that some behaviors will be the result of the changes taking place in the dog’s life. To ease some of the stress there are a few things that you can do. Change the dog’s diet gradually to what you prefer to feed, changing a dogs food should be done slowly and in steps, first mixing both diets until the dog tolerates well. Once adjusted to your home, leave the dog for short periods to make sure that attachment issues aren’t taking place. Take the dog to places where it can be socialized appropriately and safely before placement. Always keep safety at the forefront on these excursions, ensure that you know the dog well before exposing it to unfamiliar situations. Make sure that you know the dog’s history before introducing it to small children and always provide supervision.

. You may find that your own dogs are upset by the new arrival and caution should be taken during initial introductions. They should take place in a neutral area where the dogs can meet as equals. Watch for signs of who is dominant and respect the hierarchy so that the dogs don’t feel the need to fight to prove dominance.

. Try to slot some one on one time with the foster dog so that you can get a good handle on its personality. Any information that you can glean will assist the dog in transitioning from your capable hands to those of the new owners in its forever home.

. On a rare occasion, you may experience a foster dog that is beyond help.

This is a tragic situation when it arises, but the reality of the dog’s future needs to be looked at in terms of its safety and the safety of the people that are going to have to live with it. Some dogs with a bite history can simply remain too unpredictable to place. As difficult as this is to face, it does happen and the right thing to do in those circumstances is to help the dog over the Rainbow Bridge for its own sake. This is part of the reason why a rescue/re-homed dog should be assessed fully by the foster folks before placement. The reality of rescue is not always easy and most people are loathe to give up on a dog. Even in the best hands, some dogs who experience cruelty, abuse or deprivation in the formative years just can’t be rehabilitated and making that decision is a part of rescue.
. It is very difficult to work with a dog only to discover that it can’t be helped.

Emotion can be overwhelming and by networking with others in rescue you can help gain perspective. Sometimes by having someone else assess the dog’s potential you can get a truer picture of its chances for successful placement.

Need to Screen:
. OK! You have heard about a rescue dog. You have sourced the information on it and identified it and have brought it home. You have spent a few weeks getting to know it in your home setting. You have been diligent and gotten it completely up to date in the health department and have made sure that it is spayed/neutered. You have worked on its manners and now you feel the dog is ready to be placed in its forever home. CONGRATS!!! The battle is now half won!

. All of this hard work will be for naught if you don’t do a good job of screening potential adopters. If that screening had been done initially prior to a dog leaving their breeder, rescue wouldn’t need to exist. Please take this part of the process very seriously as the dog’s future depends on it.

. There are a variety of ways that you can learn of a good home in your area for the foster dog. You can contact HTZ Rescue or the G.I.A.N.T. Rescue network or your local breed club to find out if folks in your area have been looking for a rescue Giant. You can post about the dog in the Giant Schnauzer Café or the other online forums to get the word out that you have a dog ready for placement. Often times, when word gets out you will have folks call and email asking about the dog. We had initially planned on placing our Tanner and I received countless inquiries about him. Keep the names and contact information of any and all folks that contact you! You may not be placing this Giant with them but having well screened homes ready in your area will make it easier for the next Giant who needs a home in your locale.

. Selecting a permanent home for your charge is something that should be given much thought. There are a number of things that you should ascertain about the potential adopters before even sending them a rescue application (which will be discussed further). You need to ensure that the dog and folks are a good match for each other and this entails more than most people initially think. Here are a few questions to ask:

1. How did you find out about the dog?

2. Have you ever owned a dog? A working breed dog? Or a Giant Schnauzer?

3. Do you have dogs or other pets in your home at the present time?

4. Are your present dogs male or female? Neutered? If not... WHY??
5. Do you have children? What are their ages?
6. Does your home have a fully fenced yard?

7. Are all family members in agreement about adding a pet to the family?

8. If the family works, how many hours a day will the dog be alone?

9. Are you prepared to obedience train the dog?

10. Why do you want to adopt a Giant Schnauzer?

. These questions will give you a good introduction on the folks that want to adopt. If they seem appropriate from their answers you can then provide a rescue application that you will be able to assess in detail. Here is a sample of the kind of application you can use.

Date:__________________ 

Your Name:_____________________________________ DOB___________ 

Spouse's Name:__________________________________DOB___________ 

List all others living in household, with ages: 

1._____________________________________4.________________________ 

2._____________________________________5.________________________ 

3._____________________________________6.________________________ 

Mailing address:__________________________________________________ 

Physical address:_________________________________________________ 

City/State or Province/Zip or PC:

____________________________________________________ 

Email address:____________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:___________________________Work Phone:________________ 

E-Mail Address:_____________________________ 

Occupation:________________________________ 

Spouse's Occupation:_________________________ Work phone:___________ 

Name of Employer:_____________________________ 

Spouse's Employer______________________________ 

Veterinarian's Name_____________________________________ 

Name of Practice _______________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________ 

City/State or Province/Zip or PC:_____________________________________ 

Phone_____________________________________fax_________________ 

Please provide info on two individuals not related to you who can serve 

as references 

Name_______________________________________Phone_____________ 

Name_______________________________________Phone_____________ 

Do you own or rent your home? 

How long have you lived at your current address? 

If renting, do you have your landlord's permission to keep dogs? 

Can you provide us with such permission in writing? 

Are you interested in adoption? 

Are you interested in providing foster care? 

Fostering is a good way to find out if you really want to live with a 

Giant Schnauzer! 

May we visit your home and check the references to verify the information you

have provided? 

List the pets you've owned in the past 7 years. If none, why do you want a dog

now? 

1.________________________________4______________________ 

2.________________________________5______________________ 

3.________________________________6._____________________ 

Do you still have the pets listed above? If not, what happened to them? 

What pets do you currently own? List breed, ages, and numbers of each. 

1.______________________________4._________________________ 

2.______________________________5._________________________ 

3.______________________________6._________________________ 

Are they spayed or neutered? If not, why not? 

Why do you want a Giant? 
Is everyone in your home agreeable to getting a Giant? 

The Giant Schnauzer is NOT a hypo-allergenic breed and they DO shed. Is anyone

in your household allergic to dogs? 

Do you have experience with Working Breed dogs? 

Have you ever owned a Giant before? 

Have you ever been a breeder or co-breeder of any litters of puppies? If so, what

breeds? 

How have you educated yourself about the Giant? 

What is your philosophy regarding pets and children? 

Describe the grooming care you would provide for your Giant. 

What do you anticipate the cost will be to provide basic care for your dog?

(Grooming supplies, vet care, dental cleanings, food,

license, toys, bed) 

What do you plan to feed your Giant? Be specific about what brand. 

Are you willing to change? 

Where will you keep your Giant ( please be specific) 

During the day: 

During the night: 

During vacations or while you are away for overnight? 

Do you have a safe and securely fenced yard (well maintained: no loose boards, no

gaps, holes or protruding nails)? 

How large is the area that is fenced? 

What type of fencing do you have and how high is it? 

Do you have a dog door to this fenced area? 

If you do not have a fenced yard, how do you plan to exercise your Giant, confine

the Giant, and provide for his need to eliminate? 

Are you committed to walking your Giant? 

How often and for how long will you walk your Giant? 

If you are gone from the home on a daily basis, give a breakdown of your daily

routine including sleep, work, meetings, errands,

eating out, school functions and any other regularly scheduled events: 
What category best describes your household's schedule: 

Stay at home/few outside activities: 

Work from home: 

Work outside home, but have staggered/flexible schedules: 

Retired, mostly home: 

Work a fixed schedule: 

Realistically, how many hours a day will you spend with your Giant (excluding

sleep)? 

Are you able to come home in the middle of the day to walk the Giant and/or give

it a chance to relieve itself? 

What is the maximum number of hours your dog will be left alone during a 24 hour

period? 

How many of these hours will the dog be confined without a chance to relieve

itself? 

Where will the dog spend this time ( please be specific): 

When you are away from home, will your Giant have companionship? 

What kind of companionship will it have (another dog, cat, human)? 

What will you do if your dog is destructive when left alone? 

Are you willing to attend obedience classes with your Giant? 

Have you ever trained a dog before? 

Have you ever surrendered a pet of yours to an animal shelter? 

If yes, why? 

Have you ever sold or given away a pet? To whom, why? 

Are you prepared to keep the Giant groomed for health sake? This can be quite

costly if a professional groomer is used, yet it is

necessary for the good health of the Giant.... 

What circumstances, in your mind, justify giving up/relinquishing a dog? 

What circumstances justify euthanizing a dog? 

What plans have you made for your dog should anything happen to you? 

Does your family know of your wishes? 
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Thank you for taking your time to complete this application. By signing below, you

attest to the truthfulness of your answers.

Falsification of any of the above information will be grounds to disallow your

adoption of a rescued Giant Schnauzer. 

___________________________________ 

Applicant signature 

____________________________________ 

Applicant signature 

If there are two responsible adults in household, each must sign as an applicant. 

THIS RESCUE SERVICE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY ADOPTION 

. Selecting the proper match for the dog you are fostering will ensure that the next home is the dog’s last home! Scrutinize the applications and make sure that the answers are to your satisfaction. Question the person at length and encourage them to also ask questions about the dog and Giants in general.

. DO CHECK REFERENCES!!!! Don’t simply give them lip-service on the rescue application. A person’s regular vet is usually in a good position to provide information about the families care of their pets.

. DO A PHYSICAL HOME-CHECK whenever possible! If you already know the family that the dog will be placed with, you will really know their situation but anyone can say just about anything on an application so you need to verify the information that they provide!!! Look at their yard, look at their home, meet their kids and present pets. Watch their interaction with the dog closely.

. Introduce the chosen adopter and dog in advance of the placement. That way you can take the time to decide if the match is right and the adopter will have had a chance to met the dog and address any issues or questions they may have. It will also give the adopter time to prepare for the new arrival.

. There are few absolute rules when placing a dog but there are some points that you should strongly consider:

. Placing a rescue/re-homed Giant with a family that has small children could be a mistake as could be placing it in a home with the elderly or infirm.  Giants are not for everyone and need to match the family’s lifestyle. By virtue of their size alone a Giant could harm a child so you should steer clear of adopters with small children, and recommend that they should perhaps consider another breed until their family is older. Keeping the SAFETY of both the Giant and potential adopters at the fore is essential!

. If all members of the household work you should make certain that the family has provisions in place for care of the dog during the day. It’s very stressful on a dog to enter a new home and the transition should take some time. Ask if they can perhaps take some time off when the dog first arrives to make sure it is settled into a routine. In a perfect world, someone would be home with the dog most of the time but if that isn’t possible, make sure that the family knows how to deal with this.

. One of the main reasons that a rescue dog is returned to rescue is if it doesn’t get along with the families present pets. It is wiser to place a dog of the opposite sex into a new situation. Two dominant males in one household could be a major issue and as Giant owners we know that our gals can be just as dominant if not more so that the boys so try to stick with opposites. There are exceptions to the rule but in general DON.T place same sex dogs into a new household. Introduce the foster dog to the adopters pet’s ahead of time to see how things will go.

. Don’t place a dog into a menagerie. If the adopter has two or more pets you may want to reconsider placement. There are collectors out there who take on too many pets to give them proper care. There is no hard and fast number, I find my three MORE than enough in our household and I am home most days, but I also know other folks with more dogs that manage well. If the dog has been raised with other animals they may do better in a home with some buddies but if the dog has a myriad of issues or is used to being an .only. it would likely be best to place it in a home where it will be the sole dog.

. Insist that the adopter attend some form of obedience training with their new dog. Even if the dog is very well trained it will give the owner and Giant an opportunity to learn about each other on a more intimate basis. If a person says that they don’t have time for this, they may not have time for the dog period and this can be a good meter in ascertaining their level of commitment to the dog.

. Follow your gut. Make sure that you really trust the person you are placing the dog with. Sometimes those niggling doubts that creep into your mind are there for a reason. Sometimes the placement just  doesn’t feel right…
Don’t be afraid to say NO to a potential adopter!!  It will save you and the dog much grief in the long-run. Giants are not the breed for everyone and Giants tend to be a life-style unto themselves. If you don’t feel right about the placement, don’t do it!

. Depending on the situation, you can request either an adoption fee that will cover the cost of the dog’s vetting and spay or you can ask that the adopter make a donation directly to an appropriate Giant Schnauzer Rescue organization. A reasonable fee could be in the neighborhood of $150-$250.

This is a touchy subject but there are some unscrupulous people that use the word “Rescue” as a guise to sell dogs and that reflects badly on the rescue community as a whole. There is nothing wrong with recouping some of the money you have put out on the foster dog but this should never be the focus.

. Steel yourself for the inevitable. You’ve shared your heart and home with this foster dog and will likely have formed a bond. Know that you are giving it the best gift possible, a forever home with a loving family! Saying goodbye isn’t easy but keeping the dog’s best interest at heart will give you so much satisfaction!!

The Final Placement:
. The big day has arrived. You have facilitated a miracle in the life of a Giant in need :) WAY TO GO!!!  Just another few things to remember:
. Follow up should be done on a regular basis to make sure that the placement is working out well. Phone Calls and visits should be encouraged and you should make yourself available as a mentor.

. Make it clear to the adopter that you will take the dog back if things don’t work out. By providing the support from the beginning, you can help with small problems before they escalate.

. Encourage the adopter to get involved in Giant Life! Ask them to join the breed club, GSCA or the South Central Giant Schnauzer Club in the States or GSC in Canada. Invite them to join some of the on-line forums for Giant owners like the Giant Schnauzer Café or the Giant list. Let them know that they aren’t alone and will be welcomed warmly by the Giant Community.

. Let the adopter know about some of the activities Giants participate in! Let them know that Giants really can do it all from conformation, agility and obedience to tracking, carting, schutzhund, and therapy. There is much out there for Giant enthusiasts to enjoy with their dogs!

. If you haven’t felt the need to contact an organized rescue for assistance up to this point in the process. DO IT NOW. No matter who does the rescue or placement, only by sharing information can there be a true sense of the number of dogs in need of rescue and in turn a more accurate assessment of the reasons that these dogs are in need. Compiling these statistics will give rescue the ability to plan for the future and by sharing both our successes and failures in the placement of these Giants it will be easier for those that follow in our Giant Steps!

. One last thing... Give yourself a Giant hug for a job well done :)

Giant Schnauzer Resources:
Giant Schnauzer Club of America

http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com

Giant Schnauzer Club of Canada

http://www.geocities.com/rroulx/Home.htm

Giant Schnauzer Rescue Network

http://www.giantschnauzerrescue.net

GSCA HTZ Giant Schnauzer Rescue

http://www.giantrescue.org/

Contact Persons:

Carolyn Janak CARJANAK@aol.com

Miriam Rose Mimmery@aol.com

Terri Beardsley tarabeard@earthlink.net

Canadian Rescue Contacts:

Olga Gagne (Pres. GSC) bluechip149@sympatico.ca

Elizabeth Turner robertturner@cogeco.ca

SoCal Giant Schnauzer Rescue

(Southern California)

c/o Carol Herd Giantschnzrescue@earthlink.net

Sun Valley Giant Schnauzer Rescue

phxgrescue@hotmail.com

(Arizona)
On-line Forum for Giant Owners:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GiantSchnauzerCafe/
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